
Continued on the other side… 

“The Encounter” 
Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths © 2011 - pastorpat@waukeshabible.org 

January 2, 2011 

 

The Book of Ruth and the Storyline of the Bible 
 
 “There is scarcely any chapter in all the sacred history that stoops so low as this to take cognizance of so 
mean a person as Ruth, a poor Moabitish widow, so mean an action as her gleaning corn in a neighbor's 
field, and the minute circumstances thereof. But all this was in order to her being grafted into the line of 

Christ and taken in among his ancestors.”  (Matthew Henry on Ruth 2:1) 
 
Read Ruth 2:1-16 
 
The significance of the next verse unfolds as if incidental or without considerable implication, 
yet on it hinges the entire Story: “Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great 
wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.”  Verse two, like verse one, almost 
appears minor, it is earthy and driven by base need, “We’re hungry and I need to find work.”  
Almost grudgingly, Ruth receives Naomi’s permission.  We have already “tasted” Ruth’s deep 
commitment to Naomi and beyond her to Naomi’s professed faith.  Here she willingly serves 
Naomi by working in the fields. 
 
Ruth leaves and “she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was 
of the family of Elimelech.”  She just happened?  Whoever crafted this narrative pushes us to 
our seat’s edge.  Again, it must be remembered that if we were reading this Story for the first 
time we would not know the significance of any of these initial statements. 
 
How and why she ends up in the fields of Boaz is not answered for us.  Perhaps she asks, or in 
the outworking of God’s purpose He leads her to the exact field in which He desires for her to 
labor.  Oh how encouraged we are when we begin to realize that God wrote us into His Story.  
Nothing is incidental.  Everything has purpose. 
 
The introduction of Boaz is marked by notable piety (v. 4).  The exchange between the “master 
of the fields” and those who labor for him are marked by goodness and warmth.  Such an 
exchange speaks of his character and manner of addressing his “employees”.  There is 
something more existing between the two parties that transcends station and status.  Boaz’s 
knowledge of those who work for him is such that he sees something or rather someone 
different (v. 5).  The foreman’s response speaks of Ruth’s remarkable history and her present 
industry (vv. 6, 7).  His communication is marked by genuine warmth and reception (vv. 8, 9).  
Ruth is sincerely started at his generosity (v. 10). 
 
Ruth presses for an answer and Boaz explains (vv. 11, 12).  Again Boaz expresses deep 
character and marked kindness.  He notes her level of sacrifice and devotion to her mother-in-
law and then he extends a significant blessing.  In the blessing Ruth’s own faith becomes 
apparent and prominent (“May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come to take refuge”).  She is clearly a woman of faith.  Ruth is truly 
taken back (v. 13). 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

 
The Story appears to take on remarkable romantic overtures.  He invites Ruth to sit with him, 
dip her bread in the wine vinegar and partake of his roasted grain (v. 14).  Something is 
happening even if we are unable to appreciate the full implications of it.  In addition to this 
public display, he speaks privately to his men to insure she gets enough grain for her and her 
mother-in-law AND he does not wish for her to know of his kindness.  
 
What are we to learn from this?  First, God is always working either openly or behind the 
scene, but He is always working.  No aspect of life falls outside of His attention.  Second, there 
is nothing mundane as to where we “work” or what we “do”.  God has you exactly where He 
wants you.   Third, God’s kindness comes to us through many venues and often they go 
unnoticed.  Fourth, as individuals we are fulfilling God’s Story.  There is tremendous comfort 
knowing that he is watching out for us. 


